
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All,  

The next three ENVI meetings will 

take place on 22 and 25 June. We 

continue to apply the European 

Parliament COVID-19 provisions 
to have more frequent but shorter 

committee meetings.  

While it is encouraging that 

Member States across Europe 
have started re-opening most of 

their economic activities and are 

entering into phase two or three of the COVID-19 pandemic, we need 

to ensure that we are ready at EU level, with increased coordination, 
to monitor the situation in the different countries and improve 

preparedness if more cases arise in the EU. The development of 

treatment and vaccine against COVID-19 is key in this regard. 

On Monday 22 June, Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and 

Food Safety, will present to the ENVI Committee the European 

Strategy to for the development, manufacture and deployment of 

vaccines against COVID-19, published on 17 June. During the debate, 
ENVI Members will have the opportunity to ask the Commissioner 

about the main challenges involved in getting a vaccine ready for the 

EU citizens and the rest of the world.  

On Thursday 25 June, the ENVI Committee has invited Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health 

Organisation (WHO), for an exchange of views with Members on the 

fight against COVID-19 and the global response to it. It is important 

that coordination and cooperation for developing treatment and 
vaccines against COVID-19 are ensured also at global level. Following 

the exchange of views with WHO, the ENVI Health Working Group will 

hold a workshop specifically dedicated to the fight against COVID-19, 
which will gather high-level experts in the field, such as 

representatives from EMA, ECDC and WHO to discuss with Members 

about the state of play and future strategy of vaccines and treatments 

as well as the resilience of health care systems. 

In the morning, food safety and food labelling will be on the spotlight 

during the meeting. Members will have the opportunity to discuss on 

front-of-pack nutrition labelling and on the evaluation of the nutrition 

and health claims regulation during an exchange of views with the 

Commission.  

On Thursday 25, Members will also vote on a draft resolution detailing 

ENVI priorities concerning the upcoming chemicals strategy for 

sustainability that the European Commission is expected to publish 

after the summer. 

You can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html    

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official 

Twitter account @EP_Environment  

Pascal Canfin - 22 June 2020 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

 The European Forest Strategy - The Way Forward (final vote on the 

draft opinion - 22 June) 

 Maximising the energy efficiency potential of the EU building stock 

(25 June) 

 Chemicals strategy for sustainability (25 June) 

Exchange of Views: 

 with Ms Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food 
Safety - on a EU Strategy for COVID-19 vaccines 

 with Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General WHO 

Workshop of Health Working Group - The novel coronavirus outbreak 

- Vaccine and treatment, and the resilience of the health care systems 
- 25 June from 18.15 

 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

Maximising the energy efficiency potential of the EU 
building stock (25 June) 

Adoption of draft opinion 

ENVI Members will vote on the draft opinion 
to ITRE report on maximising the energy 
efficiency potential of the EU building stock. 
Sixteen compromises supported by all seven 
political groups were negotiated covering  

the fast majority of the 128 AMs tabled 
seeking to push the rate of renovations  
across the building stock in the EU, which 
will have a significant contribution on the 

Union’s efforts towards cutting emissions in order to achieve climate neutrality  
and meet its obligations under the Paris agreement. 
 
Rapporteur: SPYRAKI (EPP), 
Shadows: JERKOVIC (S&D), GAMON (Renew), BOMPARD (GUE/NGL), 
 

Chemicals strategy for sustainability (25 June) 

Adoption of draft motion of the resolution  

ENVI members will vote on a draft 
resolution on the Chemicals strategy for 
sustainability. The Commission has  
included the Strategy as one of the main 
elements of the Green Deal in order to 

ensure a toxic-free environment across  
the EU. The Commission has announced 
that it will present the strategy after the  

summer. The Strategy aims at protecting citizens and the environment against 

hazardous chemicals and encouraging innovation for the development of safe 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125064
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112747/ROMANA_JERKOVIC/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197632/CLAUDIA_GAMON/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197521


 
 
and sustainable alternatives, aa well as ensuring that all parties work together 
to combine better health and environmental protection and increased global 
competitiveness. 

Co-Rapporteurs: SPYRAKI (EPP), ARENA (S&D), RIES (Renew), GIEGOLD (Greens/EFA), 
LANCINI (ID), FIOCCHI (ECR), HAZEKAMP (GUE/NGL) 
 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS  

EoV with Ms Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health 
and Food Safety - on a EU Strategy for COVID-19 vaccines 

Commissioner Stella 

Kyriakides will present to 

Members the new EU Strategy 

for COVID-19 published on 17 
June. The strategy has for 

objectives to  ensure the 

quality, safety and efficacy of vaccines, to secure swift access to 

vaccines for Member States and their populations while leading the 
global solidarity effort as well as to ensure equitable access to an 

affordable vaccine as early as possible. With the strategy, the 

Commission is aiming to support efforts to accelerate the 

development and availability of safe and effective vaccines in a 
timeframe between 12 and 18 months, if not earlier. Members will 

have the opportunity to quiz the Commissioner on the main challenges 

in this area, including on the Commission proposed measures to 
support companies in the swift development of a vaccine and on how 

to ensure that access to the vaccine is available to all EU citizens. The 

Commissioner will also brief members on another relevant proposal 

published on 17 June, regarding the conduct of clinical trials with and 
supply of medicinal products for human use containing or consisting 

of GMOs intended to treat or prevent coronavirus disease 

(COM/2020/261 final). The Commission proposal grants a temporary 

derogation, for the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic, limited to 
clinical trials with investigational medicinal products to treat or 

prevent COVID-19, from some of the rules that currently apply to trials 

of drugs involving GMOs. 

EoV with Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director 
General WHO 

ENVI has invited Dr Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director-General of the 

World Health Organisation 

(WHO), for an exchange of 

views with Members on the 
fight against COVID-19 and 

the global response to it. 

Increased coordination and 
cooperation at global level 

are crucial to better prevent 

and tackle pandemics. 

Members will have an active debate on the WHO actions to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, as well as develop treatment and vaccines 

against COVID-19. 

EoV with the Commission on front-of-pack nutrition 
labelling and on the evaluation of the nutrition and 
health claims regulation 
On 20 May 2020, the Commission published together with the Farm to 

Fork Strategy a Report regarding the use of additional forms of 
expression and presentation of the nutrition declaration. As from 

2016, the regulation on the provision of food information to 

consumers (the FIC Regulation) requires the vast majority of pre -
packed foods to bear a nutrition declaration, often provided on the 

back of food packaging, to allow consumers to make informed and 

health-conscious choices. This declaration can be complemented by a 

voluntary repetition of its main elements in the principal field of vision 
(known as the ‘front-of-pack’- FOP), in order to help consumers to see 

at a glance the essential nutrition information when purchasing foods. 

The Exchange of views will be an opportunity for ENVI Members to ask 

questions to the Commission on the results of the Report, in particular 
in view of the fact that the Commission has announced in the Farm to 

Fork Strategy its intention to propose, in 2022, a harmonised 

mandatory front-of-pack nutrition labelling taking into account the 
diversity of diets. The discuss ion will also cover the Commission 

evaluation of the Regulation on nutrition and health claims, which was 

adopted in 2006 and frames the use of nutrition and health claims in 

the labelling, presentation and advertising of foods. Nutrient profiles 
are thresholds of nutrients such as fat, sugars and salt above which 

nutrition and health claims are restricted or prohibited. Their aim is to 

avoid that such claims mask the overall nutritional status of a food 

product, which could mislead consumers when trying to make healthy 
choices. The evaluation concludes that the objective of nutrient 

profiles, i.e. to prevent a positive health message on foods high in fats, 

sugars and/or salt content, is still relevant. The classification of plants 

and their preparations as food or as medicine is the responsibility of 
Member States. Only the use of health claims on plants as foods is 

harmonised at EU level. However, due to a suspension of the relevant 

authorisation procedure, the Commission established in 2012, an 'on-
hold' list of health claims relating to plant substances, which may be 

used on the EU market. The evaluation findings show that in the 

current situation consumers continue to be exposed to 

unsubstantiated health claims from the on-hold list. The absence of a 
harmonised EU regulation on the use of plants in foods has mainly 

negative impacts for food business operators, on product innovation 

and on the possibility to market the same product simultaneously in 

multiple Member States. 
 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications: 
 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus  

outbreak 

 In-depth analysis  on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation,  
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus  
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors  
(Health Working Group) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125064
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124936
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4253
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96730
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/192635
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125023/ANJA_HAZEKAMP/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf


 
 
 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future  

challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play,  
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Stella KYRIAKIDES, 
Commissioner-Designate on Health  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Virginijus  
SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner-Designate on Environment and Oceans  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Frans TIMMERMANS, 
Executive Vice President-Designate on European Green Deal  

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN 
Climate Change Conference in Madrid 

Upcoming publications: 
 Study on "The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality" 

 Briefing on the "Greenhouse gas emission from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level" 

 Study on "Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer" 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf


 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 
Shaping Post-Corona Planet: Knowledge on 
Europe's environment and climate 
 
The EEA has launched a new knowledge hub 

Post-Corona Planet with the aim to bring together knowledge and reflections  
from across Europe and beyond, and facilitate an informed debate towards a 
sustainable planet. The contents will be regularly updated and developed 
further with new information and debates 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
EMA has received an application for 
conditional marketing authorisation (CMA) 
of the antiviral medicine remdesivir for the  

treatment of COVID-19 and has formally  
started its evaluation.The assessment of  

the benefits and risks of remdesivir is being performed under a reduced 
timeline and an opinion could be issued within weeks, depending on the 
robustness of the data submitted and whether further information is required 

to support the evaluation.More info on this news item. 

European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) 

On 7 June, EFSA celebrated the second World 

Food Safety Day, together with its national,  
European and international partners, including the UN event sponsors Codex 
Alimentarius, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the World 
Health Organization (WHO). Food safety is often taken for granted. While 2 in 
5 Europeans are interested in food safety, only 1 in 5 say it is their main concern 

when choosing food. It is often invisible unless you get food poisoning. Unsafe  
food containing harmful bacteria, viruses, parasites or chemical substances  
causes more than 200 diseases – ranging from diarrhoea to cancer. EFSA’s 
Executive Director, Bernhard Url, said: “For World Food Safety Day 2020 we 
want to focus on three important features of the EU food safety system – 

implementing a One Health approach, sustainable food systems and the  
shared responsibility of food safety. More here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

Microplastics restriction As part of the EU Plastics  

Strategy, ECHA has developed a restriction 
proposal on intentionally added microplastics ,  
which is now supported by the Risk Assessment 

Committee. The proposed restriction concerns the use of intentionally added 
microplastics in the EU market above a certain concentration, while  

recommending more stringent criteria for biodegradable polymers. If adopted,  
it would prevent 500 000 tonnes of microplastic releases over a 20-year period.  
The decision on the restriction will be taken by the Commission, involving in a 
comitology procedure with scrutiny by the Parliament and Member States. 
More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

On 11 June, ECDC published the 10th update of the  

Rapid Risk Assessment on COVID-19. The Update  
mention the essential measures to maintain a reduced 
level of transmission and avoid resurgence, such as: 
an expanded testing strategy of all individuals  

displaying symptoms compatible with COVID-19; a framework for contact 

tracing, based on extensive testing, active case finding, early detection of cases, 
isolation of cases, quarantine and follow-up of contacts, possibly supported by 
electronic tools and applications; long-term sustainable implementation of  
essential non-pharmaceutical interventions. The assessment underlines that 

protection of the most vulnerable and at-risk populations is of paramount 
importance, that the pandemic is far from over and that we all need to adjust 
to a ‘new normal’. More info 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 29 June and  2 July 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 

Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in 
the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 

publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 

About the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety - Responsible administrators: Giacomo Fassina, Valentina Papa. Responsible assistants: Anna Pawlik, Isabelle Rihani. 

Legal disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not 
necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. Photos @AdobeStock 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/post-corona-planet
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-receives-application-conditional-authorisation-first-covid-19-treatment-eu
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/food-safety-everyones-business-now-and-future-celebrating-world-food-safety-day
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/food-safety-everyones-business-now-and-future-celebrating-world-food-safety-day
http://echa.europa.eu/
https://echa.europa.eu/-/rac-backs-restricting-intentional-uses-of-microplastics
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/RRA-COVID19-update10-2020-06-11.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/calendar.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
https://epspfo.europarl.europa.eu/epspfo/
https://epspfo.europarl.europa.eu/epspfo/
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/researchbypolicyarea.html

